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May 18, 1860
Addressed to: Mr. J.G. Armstrong

Newark Ohio
Lebanon
Friday

May 18

Dear Bro

I rec’d yours this week and was very glad to hear from you. The last session of the Normal
School ended last Thursday (one week from yesterday). We had a very good time. In the
morning we met at the school house and after some deliberations went to the Warren County
fairground where we had an excellent dinner of cakes, pies, nuts, etc. After dinner we had toasts
and responses and speeches and the school paper read and the valedictory and then adjourned.
We came back much improved in body and spirit. At night we met at the Normal and had music
speaking and any amount of fun. On Friday night we had a reunion at one of the boarding houses
where we enjoyed ourselves hugely.

The present term commenced last Tuesday and I am now engaged in hard study. My studies are
Latin, Algebra, and Brown’s Grammar. [ keep up with the class very easy and have some spare
time for reviewing other studies. I am very healthy although I only weigh 150 lbs. We have four
teachers of the sciences one of writing by the name of Armstrong and a singing teacher, also a
teacher of instrumental music. If I had the “spondulies” I would but alas I have not. I am
boarding myself at present and like it very well. It costs me about $1.25 per week. I like the
school very much, much better than I did and if I had the means I would like to continue here for
one year more. | could attend here very cheap and now that I am fixed and have every thing
arranged for boarding myself. If you could send me some provisions from home I could board
myself for at most 75 dollars. I have got started in my studies and do not like to stop and it would
throw me back considerably. I am out of money and want some clothes or at least a coat and a
pair of boots and I can’t get along possibly without as I must have money to buy bread and
dinner. My tuition and room rent is due and I have “nary red.” I would be greatly obliged for
about as much as you can spare.

Tell Mary to write. From your affectionate bro WFA

Please pay attention to this subject as soon as you receive this.
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