Ohio Wesleyan University
Digital Commons @ OWU

The Paula B. and Thomas W. Harvey Collection of

Harvey Collection Newspapers Civil War Letters

2-14-1862

Letter from John W.A. Gillespie to Editor

John W.A. Gillespie

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.owu.edu/harvey-newspapers

b Part of the Military History Commons, Social History Commons, and the United States History
Commons

Recommended Citation

Gillespie, John W.A., "Letter from John W.A. Gillespie to Editor" (1862). Harvey Collection Newspapers. 3.
https://digitalcommons.owu.edu/harvey-newspapers/3

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the The Paula B. and Thomas W. Harvey Collection of Civil War Letters at Digital Commons
@ OWU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Harvey Collection Newspapers by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ OWU. For more

information, please contact earutigl@owu.edu.


https://digitalcommons.owu.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.owu.edu/harvey-newspapers?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.owu.edu/harvey?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.owu.edu/harvey?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.owu.edu/harvey-newspapers?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/504?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/506?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.owu.edu/harvey-newspapers/3?utm_source=digitalcommons.owu.edu%2Fharvey-newspapers%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:earutigl@owu.edu

2

W

\
i

ls0on Fiom our own Coritesponieut. plruuur
pros Frow the 78th Regiweunt. wy hen
£l s my met
il 4 o'clock, P. M Friday, Feb. lllh, 1862, — i moruin
have | The © Tecmaeh hus taken flive days rations |and fc
a of | on board, and 18 now pashing off from Pa-|another
rs of | dacab, bound for Fort Donelson.  The Nep-|probab
tunc hus uot yer appesred in sight.  We be- | or not.
have | /ii 1o entertain fears that something ha.:s{them, v
who ﬁsppmmd her. wll haze
tary, 6 o'clock, P. M.—Havereached Smithland,
y.— | Ky, Tho soldiers here have heard nothing
bafe of the Neptune. Lieut. Col. Hawkes, is com=
' wand of the left wivg, says thut we must gu
8P¢ | back up the river and bunt her. All hands
y of | ure unxious to know what has delayed them. | We ¢
t ot | OfF we start, and [ trust we shall soon meet | {pop o
our companions 1o arms; g@d have our anx- i
peih iety relieved. to e
L the 11 o'clock, P. M. The lost is found, the Fe
re~ | Neptune is with us, and all on board are .«
pos | sate Their delay was occasioned by the|one of
d breaking of a bout timber. - The boats are { desired
¢ _“ now lashed together, aud on their way back |ausly e
€ 100 1o the month of the Cumberland river. 1]and
| all | fee! very much like sleeping, and shall go to| Yest
Gitia [ Bod = o T T Sarig
TV R Satarday morning, lﬁ‘tb.-—-Stel.merl stiti ﬁllgen.
. lashed tozetber und plowing up tne Cumber. | scriptic
sk« l4nd, The Triver is nbont the size of the|(an aw
heir [ “Old Muaskingum,” and at this time in fine or- | ghot.
der for navigation. The inhabitants thug far| * *
along the shore seem to be loyal. started
eck- Half-past 8 o’clock.—Just now an ¢ld gray | 10 mil
lent, | hended wan on the bank is swinging his hat, [ we eve
 for | and cheering for the “Old Stars and Stripes.” | the fig
pow | Yo'clock, A. M,—Forty miles up the Come | field ar
bariand.  The country beeins to look more | it rain
NOT | ik~ civilization than that which we have | down
er of | passed through this morning. my bec
hose | % Half-past 9 o'clock, A. M.—Eidyville, Ky. jaway.
Jion. | 19 1 sight. A crowd of citizens are gathers | &c. we
“|ingat the landing.  The people are loysl.— | Camp
qe | Hats and handkerchiefa are beiny waved, and | no gru
961 our boys are responding with hearty cheers, | and ‘se
man) | Snow-<covers the'surrounding country. The | engage
neat | weather has been extremely cold since Thurs-
onse | Jay eveming, but is now modcrating very
much,
db 10 o'clock, A. M.—Ffty-five miles up the
: h»)j Cumberland, The dilferent companies huve
wuch | received forty rounds of cartridges to the The
is in | man, and all are now loading their guns. operat
diff- 1T o'clock, A. M.—The Tecumseh has let| | g ..
is 1o | looss from the Neptune, and is now 500 yards which
. inwdvance, "1 merel
rable Vo'clock, P. M.—Have just crossed the| . o
' will | Tenneasee line, and are 120r 15 miles from p—
s ol | oy Donelson, siilw |
X Halfspast 2 P. M.—Two gunboats have duk{' I
annot | juat passed us on their way back to Paducah. | oo
taral Wy tried to learn the news from thosa on T
.| board, but couldn’t hear what their reply was., | o0
'{’(;:r; Six miles from Fort Donelson.  Have heard | g,
i, thig ““."hl“}! in regard to the resnlt ot the hattle, o)
G o'clock, P M.—Have just passed the i ls
nited | Steamer Hazel Detl. Thosa on honrd say cheel
fure- | the fight s sull 1in progress ut the fart, stl :
4 o'clock, P. M.——We are now st the land- establ
ing, 3 miles from the fuct. A large number of this
been | of steamers, loaded with provisions and fo- the pl:
co, in | TAKE, are here ; fve gunh'outs are u few hun- bokles
, dred yards above, preparing for work to-mor- )
from N . from t
row.  They are all ugly looking customers, Alnera
the | und will doubtless play thoir part well in the o
years | Hght. suress
ed of | Deveral ambulances have come in, loaded . t,(;
h with the wounded and dying, since our arrin with 1
’f thed val, and others (I am told) ure on their way. Fiut
fthe | Some of our regiments have suffered pretty ;nAvmo(
1o 3d | severely, but it 18 impossible to ascertain the ’()':f i
 #hia real facts,in regard to our loss. S —
5 o'clock, P. M.—The battle is still raging. | 1y b
"‘”d The roar of artillery is almost incessaut. One o Ra,
1nes | of the gunboats is starting up the river to- invaai:
from | ward the rebel battery, for the purpose .of its Dro
Fed. | throwing in a few shells for good mea¥ire.— 86 upvi
Algreatunany are starting up to witness the the' S
OUTY U firing. 1 am one of the number.  When [ 0% O°
way | get back I will finish my letter. The
§ o'clock, P. M.—In company with Cap- | gecurre
k. | taius Chandler and Stevenson I went up the | on Wed
of o | TIVET bank a half mile, and stood opposite the | about
gun boat while she fired eight rounds ut the { on the
secesh battery, two miles above. The rebels | Wiscor
.. | returned two shots, but both fell in the water | coupon
Phi-| three or fonr hundred yardsshort. When we |ty five c
nted | came away the boat was still firing. Weake i
Jon- Col. Leggett and Adjutant Jewelt rode |
ting | out toward the scene of action this evening Arc
reat | 804 bave Just returned.  They learned noth- | this col
At- | Ing 1n addition to what I have already stated. | ho was
The fight was still progressing at dark last e
A0yt night. P
ions Later, 9 o'clock.—Lieut. Col. Irvin and I\}L
ain. | one 2d Lieut. of the 20th Illincis Regiment| = = =*
were killed. o o e o 71{}'}11
vo | - Lieut Col: White of the 3Ist Tllinois Reg- | *
iment was killed. wir
Lieut. Col. Smith of the 48th Illinvis was “,.,;,“Jﬁli
oT- | Lilled. in lots of
:xul:‘ |Company B, 12th Hlinois, was nearly cut to Dﬁ{';ﬁf
orty| P1eces. Capt. Hale was killed and both Lieu-| - -~ -
cur- | tenants were wounded. I.
sted 94 o’clock P. M. I am now on board the Pic
steumer @ladiator. The scene which pres ?ii"d ‘M
y sents itself is indeed a sickening one. Sixt 7 =
:l”l’; wounded meu are lying in the ct;xbin, but ulyl \\’ QE
ard | B7¢ enduriug theirsaffering, with the greatest | mato Cats
fortitude.  One poor fellow is now having a | =7
be | Qullet extracted from the left side of his QL’H\
y o | head. He suffers intensely, but bears up
g | wantully. Jel
L ol Our Surgeouns have both beon detailed to
ho | assist in caring for the wounded.

QO
]’
on | g

Bs
18

In the morning the 78th will start for the

close.

18} o
X ’,tield. My letter is already too lengthy I will Stewa

Yours, J. W, A, Groiesere,
P. 865 wounded soldiers are on the
teamer Fanny Bullet,
Lieut. Col. Jasper A. Maltby, of the legd

Miue 45th lllinois Regiment,severely wonnd.
ed. 70 wounded on the stnamer J. S, Jewelt
5 wounded on the steamer Memphis. -

e |
. N " N W

Feb. 22-

1M D
A JEL
J

Feb. 22-4



February 14, 1862

From the 78" Regiment!

4 o’clock P.M. Friday, Feb 14" 1862. — The Tecmseh (sic) has taken five days rations on
board and is now pushing off from Paducah, bound for Fort Donelson. The Neptune has not yet
appeared in sight. We begin to entertain fears that something happened [to] her.

6 o’clock P.M. — Have reached Smithland, Ky. The soldiers have heard nothing of the
Neptune. Lieut. Col. Hawkes is command of the left wing, says we must go back up the river
and hunt her. All hands are anxious to know what has delayed them. Off we start, and I trust we
shall meet our companion in arms; and have our anxiety relieved.

11 o’clock P.M. — The lost is found, the Neptune is with us, and all on board are safe.
Their delay was occasioned by the breaking of a boat timber. The boats are now lashed together,
and on their way back to the mouth of the Cumberland river. I feel very much like sleeping, and
shall go to bed.

Saturday morning, 15", — Steamers still lashed together and plowing up the Cumberland.
The river is about the size of the “Old Muskingum™ and at this time in fine order for navigation.
The inhabitants thus far along the shore seem to be loyal.

Half-past 8 o’clock. — Just now an old gray headed man on the bank is swinging his hat
and cheering for the “Old Stars and Stripes.”

9 o’clock, A.M. — Forty miles up the Cumberland. The country begins to look more like
civilization than that which we have passed through this morning.

Half-past 9 o’clock, A.M. — Eddyville, Ky. is in sight. A crowd of citizens are gathering
at the landing. The people are loyal. — Hats and handkerchiefs are being waved, and our boys are
responding with hearty cheers. Snow covers the surrounding country. The weather has been
extremely cold since Thursday evening, but is now moderating very much.

10 o’clock, A.M. — Fifty miles up the Cumberland. The different companies have
received forty rounds of cartridges to the man, and are now loading their guns.

11 o’clock, A.M. — The Tecumseh has let loose from the Neptune, and is now 500 yards
in advance.

1 o’clock, P.M. — Have just crossed the Tennessee line, and are 12 or 15 miles from Fort
Donelson.

Half-past 2, P.M. — Two gunboats have just passed us on their way back to Paducah. We
tried to learn the news from those on board, but couldn’t hear what their reply was. Six miles
from Fort Donelson. Have heard nothing in regard to the result of the battle.

3 o’clock, P.M. — Have just passed the steamer Hazel Dell. Those on board say the fight
is still in progress at the fort.

4 o’clock, P.M. — We are now at the landing, 3 miles from the fact. A large number of
steamers, loaded with provisions and forage are here; five gunboats are a few hundred yards
above, preparing for work to-morrow. They are all ugly looking customers, and will doubtless
play their part well in the fight.

Several ambulances have come in, loaded with the wounded and dying, since our arrival,
and others (I am told) are on their way. Some of our regiments have suffered pretty severely, but
it is impossible to ascertain the real facts, in regard to our loss.

1 Daily Zanesville Courier, February 21, 1862, p. 2



5 o’clock, P.M. — The battle is still raging. The roar of the artillery is almost incessant.
One of the gunboats is starting up the river toward the rebel battery for the purpose of throwing
in a few shells for good measure. — a great many are starting up to witness the firing. I am one of
the number. When I get back, I will finish my letter.

8 o’clock, P.M. — in company with Captains Chandler and Stevenson, I went up the river
bank a half a mile, and stood opposite the gunboat while she fired eight rounds at the secesh
battery, two miles above. The rebels returned two shots, but both fell in the water three or four
hundred yards short. When we came away, the boat was still firing.

Col. Leggett and Adjutant Jewett rode out toward the scene of the action this evening and
have just returned. They learned nothing in addition to what I have already stated. The fight was
still progressing at dark last night.

Later, 9 o’clock. — Lieut. Col. Irvin and one 2d Lieut. Of the 20" Illinois Regiment were
killed.

Lieut. Col. white of the 31% Illinois regiment was killed.

Lieut. Col. Smith of the 48™ Illinois was killed.

Company B, 12" Illinois, was nearly cut to pieces. Capt. Hale was killed and both
Lieutenants were wounded.

9 %2 o’clock P.M. I am now on board the steamer Gladiator. The scene which presents
itself is indeed a sickening one. Sixty wounded men are lying in the cabin, but all are enduring
their suffering with great fortitude. One poor fellow is now having a bullet extracted from the
left side of his head. He suffers intensely, but bears up manfully.

Our Surgeons have both been detailed to assist in caring for the wounded.

In the morning the 78™ will start for the field. My letter is already too lengthy I will
close.

Yours, J. W. A. Gillespie

P.S. 65 wounded soldiers are on the steamer Fanny Bullet.

Lieut. Col. Jasper A. Maltby, of the Lead Mine 45" Illinois Regiment, severely wounded.
70 wounded on the steamer J.S. Jewett. 65 wonded on the steamer, Memphis.
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